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Beaming with pride, all attendees at the Roof-wetting Ceremony gathered outside the future terminal building, and raised

their glasses while drs Holiday and Commissioner Wescott-Williams symbolically blessed the building from a hovering

helicopter.
Continued from page 1

The audience that came out en masse to marvel at the
milestone in St. Maartenis progress, also heard PJIAE
Chairman Mr. Miguel Alexander, Lt. Governor Mr. Franklyn
Richards and Commissioner of Aviation Mrs. Sarah Wescott-
Williams stress the importance of building a new airport facility.

filtis good to have all of you here to share this milestone with us.
When informed about this ceremony, my question was how would
we wet a roof of this size? All 1,300 feetlo Commissioner Wescott-
Williams remarked. She said the achievement was significant
and was a clear indication that Phase Il is well underway. it
was in June of last year that the work was officially started. We
want and deserve a beautiful building,0 said the Commissioner,
stressing thought that aside from the attractiveness, size and
location, equally important because of the ever present threat
of a hurricane, was the facilityis durability. iOur new building
will be beautiful, convenient, safe and a good representation of
the characteristics of St. Maarten,0 said Mrs. Wescott-Williams.
She said that with the roof on, she could hardly wait to see
building completed and the new road opened. flt will be a total
transformation. The pride | experience should be the pride of every
St. Maartener and everyone who has belief in ourisland, she said.
The Commissioner reminded the audience that the need for the
expansion has been acknowledged many times. fiExpanding an
airport to such an extent and at these costs is not an everyday
task. Careful and meticulous planning was made, and the
execution called for the involvement of many persons. We can
all bask in the success for a moment; for a moment because we
are not there yet. St Maartenis collective approach towards the

completion of this task is important, because, with the best plan
in hand Drs. Holiday and his staff would not be anywhere if St.
Maarten was not behind them,i she said. The Commissioner
promised that fithere is more to come in the benefit of St. Maarten
andfuture generations. With confidence we can plan for the day,in
July next year when our new terminal building will be realized.t

fiThe airport is on the move. St. Maarten is on the move,0 said
PJIAE Chairman Mr. Alexander, citing reports from the Central
Bureau of Statistics that showed that the real domestic product
of St. Maarten has grown by 4.5 % in 2004. filn comparison with
2003 the nominal growth in 2004 was 8 % for hotels, restaurants
and caf@s, 7 % for construction, 7 % for trade, 6 % for transport
and communication and a staggering 15 % growth for the
financial sector,0 said Mr. Alexander, citing another release from
CBS that also stated that 78% of entrepreneurs interviewed said
too be very confident about the future of Dutch St. Maarten.

Lt. Governor Mr. Franklyn Richards said he only had to look
around to confirm that the project is well underway. By late
2006 we should have additional reason to celebrate,0 he
said, extending sincere congratulations to all stakeholders.

Mr. Ton van Schaick, who represents main contractor Koop
Holding Europe BV expressed pride at the results achieved
so far. iWe thank all of our men and women who worked
many long hours. We realize that we still have a lot of work
ahead of us and a litle more than one year to complete
this prestigious project, (but) we are confident that we will
succeed and make this project a great success,0 he said.






